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The New 
Atheists broke 
with the atheism of the 
past by shifting focus away 
from arguments denying God’s 
existence to arguments assaulting the 
character of God as revealed in the Bible. 
After all, the Bible seems to promote sexism, 
slavery, genocide, and homophobia, reflecting the 
immorality and backwards tribalism of the Bronze Era. 
So how are Christians to make sense of these moral charges 
against God and the Bible? 

 ARE THE BIBLE’S 
MORALS IMMORAL?

Dan Paterson is a speaker with Ravi 
Zacharias International Ministries (RZIM) 

based in Brisbane. After some family 
tragedies in his childhood, Dan became 
troubled particularly by the problem of  

evil which led him to investigate the New 
Testament. Dan’s scepticism gave way to 
faith when he saw Jesus’ response to evil 

and suffering. He now has a driving passion 
to help sceptics and spiritual seekers  

make sense of the Christian faith. After 
completing degrees in ministry and 

theology in Australia, Dan went to Oxford in 
England to take RZIM’s one-year course in 

Christian apologetics. After preaching all 
over the world, Dan returned to Brisbane  

to pastor and train evangelists. In 2015  
Dan was invited to join RZIM as its national 

director in Australia. He now speaks 
regularly to audiences across the belief 

spectrum on life’s biggest questions and 
popular objections to the Christian faith. 

Married to Erin, and with a young son 
Josiah, Dan loves reading, coffee,  

movies, the outdoors, and  
Australian Rules  

Football.


